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The transverse commitment to beauty

I had the opportunity to meet Markku Piri during a seminar on “Economy and Design” that we organ-
ized at the Matadero Madrid and in which DIMAD and the Embassies of Finland, the Netherlands, and 
Belgium were involved.

I was impressed by his presentation. In the midst of other interventions in which the guest designers 
glossed over their own work, Markku Piri told a room full of young people, his vision of his own country, 
about himself, and design, without showing virtually any work as a designer. With short sentences and 
simple pictures, he sent us some messages as sharp as these: “a country like Finland, full of vertical and 
white birches, marks the life of a creator.” “The world is graphically divided into two parts. In one, there 
is plenty of food, energy, information and water. In the other, its lack is clear.” “Beauty is a transversal and 
essential value that cuts through it all”. “We need more sex in design”.

A few days later I had the occasion to attend the opening of an exhibition of Piri´s work at the Latin 
American Institute of Finland in Madrid. The exhibition explained, better than words, the transverse 
commitment to beauty of Markku Piri. A spectacular use of colour present in his glasses and other glass 
work and especially in the strong textile printing. Organic explosions straight out of Gauguin paintings or 
images of a market in the Ivory Coast.

And above all, what I as a designer understand and admire most, and what keeps making me renew my 
commitment to our profession: the harmony between design and technical ability. Between thinking, feel-
ing and making. With the hand of an expert, a sharp brain and a sensitive heart. A harmony that is espe-
cially evident in the beauty of fabrics that, in order to exist, need 
an experienced industry just as much as a mind full of ideas. This 
is expressed in these coloured glasses that only the complicity be-
tween the creative wisdom and craftsmanship can make possible.

Manuel Estrada
Graphic Designer

President of DIMAD, Madrid, November 2011

Allround artist
Markku Piri doesn’t think in fixed categories. His repertoire includes ties as well as socks, objects of glass, costumes and stage design projects, water colour paintings and photo-graphs, and even the sunshades.

During the last 30 years, the Finn has ab-
sorbed influences from around the world like a sponge. The cross-over conceptual experimen-tation of the “Big Apple”, the Brazilian avant-garde of “Tropicalismo”, and the “Bellezza” of Italian design, especially in the silk scarves and the glass bowls that spring to mind the glass art of Murano.

Markku Piri opposes with passion those false notions, according to which scandina-vian design stands primarily for “Ikea’s Billy aesthetics”.  ...Piri transgresses borders and is an “allround” artist who masters colours and shapes outstandingly.

Inge Pett in the GLOBE culture & arts portal, Berlin, May 11, 2012
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30 Years Designer Anniversary Exhibition, 
Tampere Art Museum, TR-1

Excerpts:

Markku Piri’s life work so far is a fine example of how many modes of expression one 
person can master. With equal skill, he works with glass, textile, wood, silver or any other 
material.

In this sense, Piri is a kindred spirit with Renaissance masters, uomo universale for 
whom nothing human is alien - not even baking cakes.

He is not afraid to remind us that Finland, famous for its anaemic and detached design, 
has its roots in Russian exuberance. In his own works, Piri does not hide these roots, but 
reveals the Slavic melancholy, the intense colors and the rhythm.

The exhibition is elegant, enticing and captivating. The way it is set up in the exhi-
bition space gives the viewer a true sense of interacting with the life work of a versatile 
designer and artist in all its abundance.

The exhibition creates an illusion of a house with a party going on... As viewers walk 
through the exhibition, they can sense the intensity of color and the character of each year 
with its typical shapes and materials... Every work Markku Piri presents for his audience 
has started from observations and memories and grown to its full extent through his handi-
work... The coordination of eye, hand and brain is a complex process where everything is 
interrelated.

The result (exhibition) is a total work of art, a feast that welcomes the viewer to join in.

Maila-Katriina Tuominen, Aamulehti -newspaper (2009)

The power of beauty

Markku Piri has built a stunning exhibition 

that infuses faith in the power of beauty.

Aino Mäki-Mantila, Ilkka –newspaper (2009)



Karita Mattila’s “Fever” at Tampere Hall
Markku Piri’s stage designs and costumes drip with glamour.

Mari Koppinen, Helsingin Sanomat -newspaper (2007)

An inspiring lecturer

As a marketing communications company, Zeeland regularly arranges internal 
training seminars where Finnish and international top professionals are invited 
to inspire us.
Markku Piri’s presentation “For the love of work and for the passion of col-
ours” was received with much enthusiasm. The contents, perspective and 
impact of the show on our demanding top team was a perfect hit. Markku’s 
performance incited us all to strive for greater achievements together with our 
clients.

Mr. Jari Tuovinen, CEO, Zeeland Oyj (2010)

Saariaho-Carlson-Piri-Naville: ”Maa”, 
Teatro Olympico, Rome

Claude Naville’s lighting, Markku Piri’s ingenious sets and costumes and Kaija 
Saariaho’s ultramodern music are perfectly on the mark… The performance 
is most polished in its details and creates fascinating visual metaphors, as if 
abstract painting had started to move… The picture frames of light are awak-
ened to become masterpieces of abstract art, and the end result seems to take 
place between half-shadow and light, cold and warm tones, winter and summer 
climate…

Lorenzo Tozzi, Il Tempo –newspaper (1992)
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Anna Karenina

The best in the Tolstoy dramatization at Valkea-
koski is the visual design. Markku Piri’s sets and 
costumes are carefully thought-out epoch.

Matti Wacklin, Aamulehti -newspaper (2002)

Spirit of Tolstoy with no clichés

“Markku Piri’s stage and costume design are both in pure style and modern. They create 
a well considered, fleeting illusion –achieved sometimes with bare elements- of greatness 
and pomp, with no lapses into familiar clichés. In place of traditional operetta props, the 
visual design on stage shows a genuine spirit of Tolstoy, the costumes’ shapes and colours 
express the personality and spiritual condition of each bearer. The group ensembles are 
shaped into harmonious paintings.”

Marja-Liisa Rönkkö, Tyrvään Sanomat (2002)
-The writer is the former General Director of the Finnish National Gallery

Magical touch

Markku Piri’s work has something truly mysterious and magical about it.
One is pleasantly surprised when quickly glancing through his portfolio – though 

here and there it is hard to resist the temptation of lingering over it for longer: but do all 
these images really describe the work of one only artist and designer?

Rodrigo Rodriquez (2009), Italian design entrepreneur



Dedication and enthusiasm

Working in New York City in the 1980’s opened Piri’s eyes to appreciate all 
kinds of know-how. Doors would not open by just doodling. They would not 
open with horizontal stripes either. Success took a lot of participation, dedica-
tion and enthusiasm, as well as intense focusing and cheerfulness – everything 
we are accustomed to considering unprofessional and, above all, unconvincing

Jukka Oresto (2009)
Project Manager, MA, Lahti University of Applied Sciences

Saarinen, Kukkapuro, Piri

Ulf Hård af Segerstadt,
design and architecture critic
Headline in Svenska Dagbladet -newspaper (1984)
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10-Year Anniversary ExhibitionGallery 25, Helsinki
Piri’s shoes represent international top design.
Leena Maunula, Helsingin Sanomat newspaper (1989)


